
 

 

LTE Build Out Plans Begin in Texas (5/24/11) 
By Michelle Zilis 
The Texas Department of Public Safety hosted Long Term 
Evolution (LTE) build out discussions this week in Austin, 
Texas. The conversation focused on Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) Region 6, which includes 
Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas. 
The state of Texas was granted a waiver for early 
deployment of a statewide public-safety wireless broadband 
network.  

The meeting’s purpose was to address ways the public-
safety community can achieve its multivendor, 
interoperable LTE vision and discuss the next steps the 
region needs to focus on in order to bring interoperable LTE 
to the area. With more than 80 attendees, which included 
representatives from vendors, federal officials, Texas state 
and county officials, several statewide interoperability 
coordinators (SWIC), and others, the forum was proof that 
there is a lot of interest, said Mike Simpson, assistant 
director for law enforcement support and SWIC, Texas 
Department of Public Safety.  

Speakers included Simpson; Robert “Dusty” Rhoads, 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Office of 
Emergency Communications (OEC); Victoria Garcia Public 
Safety Spectrum Trust (PSST) operators’ advisory 
committee; Jacque Miller, FCC Emergency Response 
Interoperability Center (ERIC) public safety advisory 
committee; Jeff Bratcher, Public Safety Communications 
Research; and Walt Magnussen, FCC ERIC technical 
advisory committee.  

Magnussen and Cynthia Wenzel Cole, with the Texas 
Department of Public Safety, also moderated a group 
discussion. At the end of the meeting a consensus was 
reached to create several working groups. Each working 
group needs to start by researching what other national 
working groups and research committees are available to 
them that can then be applied to Region 6. “The intent is 
not to second guess or duplicate processes that are out 
there,” Simpson said. “We’re not trying to reinvent anything, 
but take what has been done and navigate the gaps.”  

Working groups were discussed to look at functionality, 
governance, applications, the user community, and security 
and authentication. Alcatel Lucent executives also asked to 
have a legal guidance group to ensure that any vendor 
participation would not disqualify the vendor from future 
bids in the region.  

With a tentative plan to meet again in July, the hope is by 
using what other working groups have already researched, 
they will be able to recognize gaps that need to be 
addressed for Region 6, and begin to recognize how to 
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operationalize the ideas at the regional level.  

Your comments are welcome, click here.  
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